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produce meat and milk in tropical and subtropical climates, while
wool sheep are more suited to producing fiber needed by people in
cooler regions. In cattle, the Bos indicus breeds from the Indian sub-
continent are generally better adapted to hot, humid climates than
are the European Bos taurus breeds, which, although genetically su-

A PROBLEM OF NOMENCLATURE

Carolus Linnaeus, a Swedish botanist during the 1700s, developed a
system of naming and classifying plants and animals. According to his
system, cattle belong to the order Artiodactyla or even-toed hoofed
mammals (ungulates), the family Bovidae, and the genus Bos. Domes-
ticated cattle are usually classified into either the humped (Bos indicus)
or humpless (Bos taurus) types. Most of the humpless cattle include
ancestors of the European cattle and the majority of the cattle, which
came from Europe, found in the temperate regions of North and South
America. The humped cattle, usually called zebu, originated in Paki-

N'dama cattle (left page) are a humpless breed, Bos taurus, noted for
relatively high production of meat and milk per unit body weight and its
resistance to trypanosomiasis and other endemic diseases of West Africa.
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